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the Downtowner
Find out what's up... Downtown!

  Don’t miss it!
   October 2nd and 3rd

Schedule of Events
Friday October 2nd

4:00    Festival Opens with
           German Music

5:00   Proclamation & traditional
           “Tapping of the Keg” by
           Mayor Scott Clemons

7:00   “Emerald County Line”
            Florida Lottery Stage
           (4th & Harrison)

7:00    Live Band Music
            6th Street Stage

10:00  Festival Closes

Saturday October 3rd

11:00   Festival Opens

Noon    Piped German Music
             all day
             6th Street Stage

4:00      Panama City Dog
              Fanciers “Wet T-shirt
             Weiner Dog contest
              Florida Lottery Stage

7:00      “The Radar Family”
             Florida   Lottery Stage

10:00 Festival Closes

Oktoberfest Facts:

* It is the most famous event in
Germany and world’s largest fair.

* The first  Oktoberfest was held
in October 1810 to celebrate the
marriage of Bavarian Crown
Prince Ludwig and Princess
Therese.

In the News
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If you would like extra window
display space to fill our empty
windows along Main Street please
contact Christine Walker, Main Street
Coordinator at 785-2554 or e-mail
your request to cwalker@pcdib.com
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Brats, Kraut, Music,
and Fun for all ages

  We’re just one month
away from the worldwide
Bavarian street celebra-
tion famously known as
Oktoberfest.  While vi-
sions of Brats, Kraut, and
German beer dance in
your mind to the sounds
of polka music think
again.

  Oktoberfest gives ex-
posure for the merchants
to 40,000 plus locals and
tourists who might not
otherwise spend a Friday
evening or Saturday
downtown.

The day event will fea-
ture several different
music performances,
including Emerald
County Line, the Radar
Family, and lots of Ger-
man Polka music and
dancers to name a few.

So plan to have dinner
downtown or at the
Oktoberfest and enjoy a
taste of the Bavarian
culture and fun!



Main Street Meeting
The next meeting of Main Street is
Tuesday,  September1st, at 8:30 am in
the DIB Conference Room at 413 Harrison
Avenue.

DIB Board Meeting
The Panama City Downtown
Improvement Board will hold their
regular meeting Wednesday, Septe.23rd
at 4 pm in the DIB conference room at
413 Harrison Avenue.

440-442 Grace Avenue
Project

Keep your eye on the parking lot behind
the Martin Theatre... Great things are
happening!

If you notice that maintenance
is required in the Downtown
area, please call us at 215-
3879.

Get  your news in the Downtowner!
Send information, photos and any
other news about Downtown to
Christine Walker at the Panama
City Downtown Improvement
Board. You can email your info to
cwalker@pcdib.com, or bring it to
us at 413 Harrison Avenue. You
are welcome to mail it to us at
PO Box 1124, Panama City FL,
32402, but please be aware that
any mailed items cannot be
returned.

Got questions or comments?
Call us at 785-2554.

We want to hear from you!

The Panama City Downtown Improvement Board ll ll l  413 Harrison Avenue, Panama City, FL  32401 ll ll l

850-785-2554 ll ll l   850-784-4439 Fax ll ll l   www.pcdib.com ll ll l   DIB Board of Directors: Rob Koehnemann,
Emily Dowdy, Tony LiVecche, Bob Hurst, John Bozarth, George Christo, Michelle Hines-Bautista, Ex-
Officio Members Allara Mills-Gutcher and Commissioner John Kady. DIB Staff: Dutch Sanger,
Christine Walker, Whitney Sewell, Angela Segers.

Main Street Members meet on the first Tuesday of each month at 8 am.

Architectural Review Committee meets on the first and third
Wednesdays of each month at 9 am.

Economic Restructuring Committee meets on the second Thursday
of each month at 9 am.

Events and Promotions Committee is looking for committed store
owners, professionals and Downtown stakeholders to serve as members!
Contact Christine Walker at 785-2554 for information.

All committee
meetings are held

at the DIB offices at
413 Harrison Ave.

Get Down....Downtown!!!
September 4th

THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
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Main Street After Hours

September 12th 8am-noon

 This September’s Farmer’s market will
be the last of the year and promises to
bring a fresh new experience for the
community with 11 participating vendors
with possibly more to join in!
  The Farmer’s Market will get much
deserved media exposure from both local
television stations and the News Herald,
as well as radio this month to help bring
awareness to the event and to the
downtown area merchants.
  This month you can look forward to
fresh produce from Weslowksi Farms, the
Vegetable Bin, Tanya’s Produce, Peacock
Produce, Richard Claghorn, Florida
Tupelo Honey, and Mosier Farms.   If
you’re looking for homemade and
handmade gifts byAmano Bath, The
Wooden Spoon, Jewlery by Jazmina, and
Shirley B’s Specialty Breads and Candies
will also be at the Main Street Farmer’s
Market!

              See you at the Market!

Merchants Main Str eet
After Hours
Thursday September 10, 2009
5pm- 7pm
The Rabbit Hole Coffeehouse
461 Harrison Ave.

Merchants and Business owners take some
time to slow down and get aquainted or
reaquainted.

Author Michael Lister will be hosting a
book signing for his new release of Double
Exposure in the back complete with
photography exhibit and video presentation.

Read more about  Michael Lister on page 8
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When you spend your days with your eyes looking at life through a camera lens like Genya Garrett
and Wesleynn Knetzer you can’t help but see it in a different view, or as the French would say

“Vue.”  Thus, the word, inspired the name of Genya Garrett and
Weslynn Knetzer’s  Main Street business, Vue Photography.   It’s
a name capturing national attention and a small business making
an impact on the panhandle economy.

“The biggest honor to us is that the photos we capture are on the
walls of homes than it is in magazines,” says Garrett,who brings a
sense of sincerity and passion for photography much the same
way any artist puts in every brush stroke on the canvas.  Only for
Garrett and Knetzer, they create
images for both magazines and
homes for families and couples
that explode with emotion,
texture, and beauty.

You can find Garrett and her business partner Weslynn Knetzer
having photography sessions in the most anomalous locations
around downtown, which is what brings a sense of reality and in
some cases a funky fresh feel to the images.

“No one fits in a box, each
session is different, capturing
that genuine emotion and real
love for life is what we chase
after,” says Garrett, who has
captured numerous  awards including 2nd runner up for the year
internationally in the Wedding Photojournalist Association, and
recently The Knot Best of Weddings 2008/2009.

Garrett has been embracing things differently through photography from the start when her style
was recognized back in 1998. She graduated from college with top honors and awarded Best
Photography Portfolio.  From there, her career led her to Europe, then back to the States, and
eventually as a result of her husband being stationed at Tyndall AFB, she knew Downtown Panama
City would be the perfect location to establish her business.

Main Street Business Capturing National AttentionMain Street Business Capturing National AttentionMain Street Business Capturing National AttentionMain Street Business Capturing National AttentionMain Street Business Capturing National Attention

Main Street Merchants

Genya Garrett and Weslynn Knetzer
Vue Photography 2009

Garrett and Knetzer mix eclectic, old,new,
and fun to become their sense of style with
hints of photo journalism in every photo.
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She met Weslynn Knetzer who is a former wedding
consultant and instantly formed a friendship which recently
led to becoming professional business partners.  Knetzer
describes themselves as “Completely Caffinated”.  You
can’t help but get a sense that these two Downtown Panama
City business partners are extremely energetic and warm to
their clients and everyone they meet. But, in printed
magazines, it’s the fresh modern view of photography that
has drawn both local clients and some from as far as
California, New York, the Carolinas, Georgia, and Central
and South Florida.  Their national exposure in several bridal
magazines such as Weddings Unveiled, The Knot, Georgia,
The Knot, Florida, and Brides Florida has landed them
countless top awards over the years.

“As long as people are still falling in love the Bridal Photography business will continue to grow,”
says Garrett, who also noted the turn in the economy did not affect their business last year.
Garrett and Knetzer photograph 40 to 45

destination
weddings a year in
Panama City and
along the Florida
Panhandle.
“Destination
weddings are
becoming more
and more popular,
not everyone can afford to go to an island, but they can come to
the Gulf Coast, and when they do they bring with them lots of
people who stay here for a week or weekend,” says Knetzer. “And
in turn those guests spend money in our area, and it’s a great
feeling to know we are helping the local economy,” says Garrett.

Vue Photography is located at 474 Harrison
Avenue.  Take a stroll through their open and airy
1200 square foot historical building and see their
vue of their “True Celebration of Life.” Vue
Photography is an active member of the WPJA.
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Catch these Live bands playing during
Friday Fest, September 4th

 from 6 pm - 10 pm

Twice Daily - 6th Street
Heard of Turtles - 5th Street
Emerald County Line - 4th Street
Grasscutters - Gateway Park
 Margo Anderson - Trustmark Stage

FRIDAY FEST

Stop by the Martin Theatre for Emerald Coast
Studio Live, presented by WKGC 90.7 FM, Lucky
Mud and Studio 812. Sunday, September 6th
from 3 pm - 7 pm in the Green Room, with a
Meet & Greet with Lucky Mud and their guests,
regional touring  artists Mimi & the
Hearndogs.  Mimi has a bluesy jazzy style
that is saucy and cool. You will love the fine
songwriting and sassy style that Mimi & the
Herndogs unleash on stage.  Performances are
recorded live for broadcast on WKGC on the
following Saturday at 5 pm. Cover is $2. For
more information, contact the Martin Theatre
box office at 763-8080.
Also, September 13th Slim Fatz
Slim Fatz is a character and you’ll love what he
brings to the blues.  Join Lucky Mud and Slim
Fatz as we do the “Grande Finale” of our radio
show.  What an end to a lovely jaunt through
the musical magic of “Mud.”

For more information, visit www.PCFridayFest.com

The Bay County Library presents In Fitting
Memory an exhibit never before presented in
Bay County. A stunning photography exhibit
honoring Holocaust Memorials around the
world.  Opening reception and panel discussion
are on Sunday, September 13th at 3pm.
Panelists represent the Holocaust Institue of
Florida State University.  The exhibit will hang
until October 31st.

Preview Party for Double Exposure at the Bay
County Library Tuesday, September 8th at 6pm
in the Meeting Room.
Michael Lister’s newest suspense drama Double
Exposure “Is absolutely riveting! Elegiac prose,
insightful characterization and wonderfully
ingenious plot”- Michael Connally.
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Don’t miss the Downtown Farmers Market
 Saturday  September 12th. You’ll find us in McKenzie

Gateway Park off Harrison Avenue from 8 am to 12 noon.

Call 785-2554 for a vendor application or visit us online
at www.PanamaCityDowntown.com.

The Marina Civic Center presents Jermey Camp
with Natalie Grand and Bebo Norman Thursday,
September 10th at 7pm.

The Marina Civic Center presents The Florida
Sheriff’s Gospel Sing Saturday, September 12th
at 6pm.

Join Panama City Artists Second Saturday and
Third Sundays of every month at ArtCoop, 535
Mercer Avenue.  from 2:30 pm - 5:30 pm.
Panama City artists beginners to advanced
must pre-register. All materials provided to
create and finish an orignal work of art.
Themes, references and materials are provided
or you can bring your own.  Acrylic on a 16X20
canvas is $35 per person and pastel on paper is
$20 per person.  Please register in advance by
calling Heather Parker at 249-9295 or send an
email to painterparker@yahoo.com.

ART Sale
All artists are invited to participate in
ArtCoop’s annual 50% off local art sale from
10am-6pm Sept.19th in downtown.  Panama
City artists should register early for an indoor
space.  A limited amount of tabels will be
available.  No set up fee or commission on
sales. For details call 8500769-0608 or e-mail

ONLY ONE MARKET LEFT

info@panamacityartists.net, or visit
www.panamacityartists.net.
from 6 pm - 7:30 pm. For more information,
contact Bettina Meade at bmead@nwrls.com or
call 522-2100.

The Marina Civic Center:
Cirque Dreams Illuminations:
October 8 at 7:30pm. presented by the
Theater Council of Chicago and Bay Arts
Alliance. Tickets: $37 to $50 on sale at the
Marina Civic Center box office,
www.marinaciviccenter.com or call 850-
763-4696.

Playhouse Disney
Live:

Oct.9th 6pm Pooh, Handy Manny & Little
Einsteins perform for children of all ages!

VAC
21st faces & Facets Photography
Competition. Open  nationally to
amateur and professional
photographers of all ages thru
Septembe 26th.

The Animal and Architecture of Don
Taylor paintings. October 16th-18th.

Details: 850-769-4451 or
www.vac.org.

If you would like your event
advertised in the Downtowner
Contact Christine Walker at
cwalker@pcdib.com or call 785-
2554
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Author Michael Lister will talk about and sign his
new literary thriller, Double Exposure, at the
Rabbit Hole in Downtown Panama City on
Thursday, September 10th from 5:00 – 7:00 p.m.
The Presentation will include a photography
exhibit and a film of the Apalachicola River. For
more information go to www.MichaelLister.com .

DOUBLE EXPOSURE

Following his dad’s death, Remington James
returns to the small North Florida town where he
grew up to assume his father’s life—taking care
of his dying mother and running the local gun and
pawn shop.

One fateful fall evening, as the sun sinks and the darkness expands, Remington  ventures
deep into the river swamp to try out some new equipment and check his camera traps.
Encountering the kind of wildlife that made him want to be a photographer in the first
place, Remington gets some of the best shots of his life, but he’s about to happen upon
the most dangerous animal of all — a feral, patient, sociopath who wants Remington
dead.

“This book is a  gift,” Lister said. “Well, I guess they all are, but there’s something special
about this one. It’s a literary love letter to this area I so love.”

The area is the Apalachicola River basin. Double Exposure is set deep in the dangerous
river swamps. It’s a suspenseful tale of life and death survival.

“In the book, a wildlife photographer, Remington James, is struggling to survive and the
odds are against him. I see the river system the same way—fighting to survive, and I’m
trying to do my small part to make sure it does.”

DOUBLE EXPOSURE

coming in September!
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In  Double Exposure, one fateful fall evening, as the sun sinks and the darkness
expands, wildlife photographer, Remington James, ventures deep into the river
swamp to try out some new equipment and check his camera traps.

While checking his camera traps, scanning the eerie images of overexposed deer and
bats and foxes, Remington comes across the most haunting images of his life — the
frame-by-frame capture of a shocking crime.

By exposing the criminal, Remington has exposed himself to danger, even possible
death. Hunted like an animal, by the predator and his psychotic friends, Remington
must do two things: make it through the night and make it to the river — and the
odds of doing either are slim to none.

“I’m so proud of this book,” Lister said. “and it feels so good to bring some attention
to the river and the swamps and the endangered species of vanishing Florida. Nothing
feels better than giving—and to give my very best in this novel, then give the profits
from it to help protect the land and animals it honors . . . it’s indescribable.”

The idea to give  away his proceeds for Double
Exposure came to Lister this past holiday season,
because of tough economic times so many people were
struggling to buy gifts, he decided to give away over
1,000 copies of his novels.“It was one of the very best
experiences of my writing career so far,” Lister said.
“The response was stunning. The books went so fast
and then I started getting emails and thank-you notes.
They were so complimentary of the books, but also
they were so moved that it had been a gift. It felt so
amazing that I knew for the rest of my life, I would
look for ways to give back using the gift of writing.
Donating the profits from “Double Exposure” toward
protecting the land and animals it celebrates is a very
small thing to do, but it’s a place to start, and my hope
is that it’ll do some lasting good.”

Double Exposure will be published by Tyrus Books in
September. For more information, go to
www.TyrusBooks.com or www.MichaelLister.com
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Urban Design and Quality Public Realms
Medhat Elmesky, Urban Designer

Design Arts Studio

As summer comes to a close and autumn inches upon us, children return to
school and the hustle and bustle of summer activities begins to calm.  In
Downtown P anama Cit y, howev er, activities continue to proceed with well-
known festivals like the Oktoberfest, Festival of Nations and the annual Art
Show .  Certainly , Downtown P anama Cit y is a beautiful place to spend time in.
Experiences in our downtown can continually improve so as to encourage and
sustain growth and productivit y.

Within the master plan
document, the public realm
includes areas such as streets,
parks, open spaces, waterways
and special character domains.
These areas are included
because they strongly affect
one’ s perception of a cit y and
significantly contribute to
generating and nurturing
positive and negative feelings of
how vibrant, successful and
desirable a city is as a place to
liv e, work and pla y.

The public realm of most downtowns requires basic capital improvements,
higher maintenance and landscape design standards throughout, as well as
higher expectations for the architectural design of new infill construction.
Developing detailed design guidelines for the downtown sub-districts,
including historic areas and strategic investment areas, will help to create
such a qualit y public realm. Specifically , in creating qualit y public spaces, it is
important to 1) identify priority areas, 2) consider how aesthetics can become
a central part in each activity and principle, and 3) increase pedestrian
friendly access to continually encour age pedestrian tr affic.  Certainly , the
benefits of such urban design strategies will serve to enhance and
interconnect business and recreational functions of Downtown Panama City
allowing it to remain an asset to the entire region.
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Ever get so excited about an event that you just can’t wait for it to happen? I have lived through almost
every type of sale or promotional event a business can produce.  From spectacular store openings, to
powerful price and non-price promotions, to sales of all varieties, to expansion events, and to new
business  initiatives. If there is one word that is common to every type of event, it is the word
“Showtime.”  You are a show producer and director, responsible for a thousand little details that must
be coordinated together to produce a finished product which can determine your success or failure for
years.

These events can be discussed casually but I think anyone who is reading this column can attest to the
emotional baggage, both positive and negative, that is associated with one of these events. They define
you as a person, as a business person, and many times become the regulator of one’s levels of self
esteem. They define us both fairly and sometimes unfairly.

Here is the process we go through in the creation of an event, a sale, a promotion, or a new business
initiative. We have an idea, we try out our idea with family and friends, we then decide to proceed, we
make our plans, then test our ideas and plans until we feel comfortable, then we execute them, and
finally wait for the results. Talk about extreme highs and lows. The next time you are involved in one
of these projects, remember one of my favorite quotes from the author and educator, Dr. Alan Weiss:

“We are NEVER as good
as our GREATEST accomplishments
and NEVER as bad as our greatest failures.”

That’s the best advice anyone has ever shared that has saved my mental stability. I mention all of this
because in just 14 days I will experience probably the greatest defining moment of my professional
life. On September 8th The Retailer’s Advantage will launch version 2.0. It is a culmination of a
significant investment plus thousands of hours of work from 14 people who have worked tirelessly on
this project to make it a success.

Let me share some background information on this project and why I feel so excited and committed to
the vision and mission of The Retailer’s Advantage.

Just a year ago, The Retailer’s Advantage was born. The product launch was spectacular, and then
we did what every business should do and listened to our customers. The comments we heard all had
a familiar tone to them: The information is great BUT the site is confusing. That’s an easy task, just
simplify it. So began Project Simplification. However, that is not easy on a site that has more than
1000 pages and is growing daily. Plus it’s hard to have the same people who made it confusing make it
simple.

At first, it became a daunting task to simplify and streamline the site. “Who ever said simple was
simple?” I don’t want to go into many details about The Retailer’s Advantage now because you will
be getting more information in the next week or so. (But I will tell you that the reviews have been
AWESOME!)

Have great week and look for the information about The Retailer’s Advantage. It will be my defining
moment.

Your Defining Moment
from Rick Segel
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Free to the Public
Get yours in the mail or online
Call 785-2554 or visit www.PanamaCityDowntown.com

The Downtown Improvement Board
413 Harrison Avenue
Panama City, FL  32401

Decorating with your Landscape

If you like to decorate for the Holidays, plant trees and shrubs that can help.  There are many
varieties of Hollies that grow well in this area and make nice decorations and landscape plants.
Oakleaf Holly, Burford Holly, Yaupon Holly and American Holly are all good choices.  Pruning these
plants at this time of year helps to shape them for spring, when they will put on new growth.  Other
plants to consider for decorations are Magnolias, Sweetgum, and even palms.  The plants you can
use for decorating and flower arranging are limited only by your imagination.  For more ideas, call
Alan D. Holt, ASLA, Landscape Architect at (850) 914-9006.


